Formal education and intellectual functioning in the immigrant Cuban elderly.
Formal educational experience during childhood and adolescence is an important modifier of intellectual functioning in North American elderly populations. The culture-independence of this relationship was examined with 31 immigrant Cuban elderly men and women who received their education in Cuba. The amount of formal education was significantly related to performance on measures of classification, combinatorial analysis (males only), hypothesis testing, and matrices. An index of fluid intelligence (matrices) also was significantly related to performance on the classification and hypothesis testing tasks. All participants conserved both liquid and mass, thus showing no regression on these two concerete operational tasks.